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McDonald Presbyterian Church     November 2016 

McPresby News 
 

After worship on November 13, we will be 
holding a special dinner in Trinity Center in 
honor of the veterans of the McDonald 
community. We are excited to provide a great 
meal in a setting where honor and appreciation 
can be given for the service rendered by our 
veterans. This dinner will be a bit different 
than our normal after-church meals. Guests 

VETERANS APPRECIATION DINNER 

November 13 

November is recognized as a month of giving 
thanks and showing appreciation. It is in this 
spirit that our Session would like to start a 
new feature of the newsletter entitled "Silent 
Servants."  There are many in our congrega-
tion who work behind the scenes to help    
everything run smoothly. It is these folks who               
the Session wishes to thank for their hard work and dedication.  This month, heartfelt grati-
tude is expressed to: 

Alex Nemec for training, supervising and scheduling the acolytes 

Dana Martin for all the graphic titles and text that appear on the big screen each Sunday  

Thank you both for all you do in serving MPC and in serving our Lord. 

If you have a Silent Servant that you would like to recognize, please contact Linda Matchett 
or submit the information at newsletter deadlines. 

will take some time to peruse memorabilia tables and plaques, there will be an opening 
prayer and pledge led by some of our Scouts, and then guests will go through two separate 
serving lines to begin the meal. 

On this day, we will be recognizing veterans at our 10:45am service of worship and 
dedicating a plaque remembering the late Floyd Laughlin, Pearl Harbor survivor and 
member of McDonald Presbyterian Church. The year 2016 is the 75th anniversary of the 
Pearl Harbor attack and an appropriate time to remember all those who served at that 
historic time in our Nation’s history. 

While our veterans are the feature of this dinner, the whole congregation is invited. RSVPs 
are not required but are welcomed. Contact Debbie Elicker and let her know that you and 
your family plan to attend (elickerdeborah@yahoo.com or 724-554-1793). 
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Thankful for Grace 

“A good man obtains favor (grace) from the LORD, but a man of evil devices he condemns. Proverbs 12:2 

It is our amazing privilege to serve a God who loves us lavishly and faithfully.  When we think about his grace, we 
usually think first about his faithfulness in forgiving our sins when we repent before him.  This is central to the work 
of Jesus on the cross and the bridge by which we find acceptance and reconciliation with the Father.  We are thankful 
for this saving grace that God gives to the ones who are called his children.  Ephesians 2:8 tells us so well: "For it is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not of yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works so that no one can boast."  
We can stand strong upon the rock of Christ Jesus because of his goodness and the grace that he gives us, removing 
our guilt and our shame, and giving us the pleasure of communion with God. 

A different kind of God's grace that we are also thankful for is what is often known as his "common grace. "  This is 
his love and provision for all of the people of the world.  Jesus talks about this grace in Matthew 6:45 where he in-
structs us to love our enemies.  His argument is that since God sends his sunshine and his rain to bless both the evil 
and the good, why do we think we have the right to hate our enemies?  God has a common love for all the people he 
has put on this earth, and he frequently blesses even those who turn against him.  We should not allow this to bother 
us.  God is a generous Father and he showers the earth with his blessings.  This grace is also very important as God 
starts to move in a person's life before that person actually accepts him.  God uses his common grace to bless us long 
before we understand his character or accept his love for us, and this common grace leads us to an authentic relation-
ship with him. 

As important as these two forms of grace are, we do not understand the scope of God's grace until we understand the 
type of grace that can be described as favor.   The Bible has a variety of words for both grace and favor and some are 
used more commonly for favor than for grace, but there is a definite interchangeability for the words that are used.  
Favor is that type of grace that God extends to his faithful believers when they are obedient to him and are working to 
carry out his will.  This kind of grace and favor extends to every area of our lives.  God cares about our work and our 
family, he cares about our happiness and our discouragement.  He walks along side of us and reserves a special meas-
ure of good gifts for his children who are authentically seeking him.  Favor is the difference between living a moral 
life and living a life fully devoted to Jesus.  When we have God's favor we indeed have a mighty shield (Psalm 5:12) 
around us that protects us from many attacks by the evil one.  God loosens the treasure of resources that he always 
has at his disposal to cover for our shortcomings and to smooth out our path before us.  The passionate believer in 
Jesus learns to see the openings in our days as God's special grace over us, his favor.  Favor is something that is given 
in different measures according to God's pleasure and our boldness in seeking his Kingdom.  As we will be rewarded 
specially in heaven for the good work we do here on earth, so we are rewarded with favor in the here and now for 
our commitment to follow God and his Word each and every day.  While this is not a promise of an easy life, it is a 
promise of help through the life that 
we have.  God is there for you and 
he is ready to continue blessing you 
even more as you passionately pur-
sue the life that he has planned for 
you. 

As we walk through this season of 
thanksgiving, be blessed and seek the 
grace and favor of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Pastor Justin  
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Please consider donating Thanksgiving 
dinner items to the McDonald Food Bank 
this month.  Donations are collected in 
the Calvary Center Parlor.  Please see Ed 
Nalesnick if you have any questions.   

MCDONALD FOOD 

BANK 

  McFall Fest Thank You 

To all of the wonderful MPC family 
volunteers who made McFall Fest this 
year a success, THANK YOU. It 
would be next to impossible to thank 
every one of you by name since there 
are so many of you who worked since 
January on this project.  A SPECIAL 
thanks to Ed Nalesnick, Carol 
McCarty and Mary Lou Cooper for 
working tirelessly on Sandi’s Treas-
ure Chest to more than double the 
profit made last year. Thanks also to 
all the committee chairs who ac-
cepted the re-
sponsibility 
and carried it 
through. Last 
but certainly 
not least, a big 
Thank You to 
Tom for being 
there every 
step of the way for 3 years of this 
thing we call McFall Fest. 

Most of all may we all understand 
that To God Be The Glory for any 
success we had on October 8.  

I am pleased to tell you that McFall 
Fest 2016 profit is $11,795.49. 

God Bless all of you,   Molly 

“Stuff-a-Bus” is an annual toy drive for 
children in need run by the South 
Fayette High School Student 
Government. The toys collected are 
donated to Toys for Tots (a program 
of the United States Marine Corps 
Reserve). The SF Student Government 
has collected thousands of toys each 
Christmas season and I believe our 
church would be a great help to this 
important cause. 

There will be two Stuff-a-Bus boxes in 
the Calvary Church parlor from 
November 1-30, 2016. One will be 
for monetary donations and one will 
be to collect the new, unwrapped toy 
donations. Either gift will be 
appreciated. 

Thank you for your help with this 
project. Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions. 

Adam Unruh, South Fayette Freshman  
412-439-2479 

Nov 3 Bell Choir 6:00pm 
 Adult Choir 7:30pm 

Nov 10 Kids Choir 6:45pm 
 Adult Choir 7:30pm 

Nov 15 Bells Choir 6:00pm 
 Adult Choir 7:30pm 

Nov 22 Kids Choir 6:45pm 
 Adult Choir 7:30pm 

Nov 27 Community Choir  
Rehearsal for Concert 7:00pm 

A benefit will be held at Crossroads Church (on 
McKee Road near Hankey Farms) on Thursday, 
November 17 beginning at 7:30pm. The evening 
will feature music by Dan Hanczar Orchestra 
featuring selections from his new CD “Christmas 
of the Ancestors.” There will also be a Chinese 
auction, bake sale, and 50/50 raffle. Come and 
enjoy some holiday music and support Julie! 

Teal 

to  

Heal 

Benefit for Julie Hanzcar 

Gift of Music Concert 
Sunday, December 11 

Though in some ways it is hard to 
be thinking already about Christ-
mas, many of us are, whether it 
be for Operation Christmas Child 
or if it’s due to a visit to a local 
retailer whose shelves already are 
becoming filled with Christmas 
items. 

For many years our community 
has been blessed with either The 
Gift of Music Concert or a 
Christmas Cantata. This year we 
are inviting you to plan to attend 
The Gift of Music Community 
Concert that will  be held at 
Trinity Center on Sunday, 
December 11 at 7pm. 

It is a beautiful time to hear a vari-
ety of styles of Christmas songs 
followed by a time of fellowship 
with cookies, coffee and punch. 

Please mark your calendars for 
this event that will include our 
MPC children in one of the songs. 

Following is the choir rehearsal 
schedule for November: 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD “SHOEBOX PACKING PARTY” 

 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2016 

9:00 – 10:30 AM 

CALVARY FELLOWSHIP HALL 

ALL are welcome to attend and lend a hand as we pack  AT LEAST 500 shoeboxes! 
 

 “THANK YOU” to everyone for the generous donations throughout the year.  Several volunteers have been 
preparing those donations and we are ready to pack!  Shipping donations ($7/box) are always welcome.  Checks can 
be made payable to “McDonald Presbyterian Church.” 

You are always welcome to pack your own box(es)!  Bring them on the 6th (look for the designated 
drop off area in the parlor) or drop them off during National Collection Week (see below). 

O.C.C. RELAY CENTER UPDATE 

McDonald Presbyterian Church will again serve as a collection center for the shoeboxes.  We will operate out of the 
Calvary Center Fellowship Hall. Sign up sheet is located in Calvary Parlor. MPC’s Relay Center will be open to the 

public per the following schedule: 

Mon 

Nov. 14 

Tues 

Nov. 15 

Wed 

Nov. 16 

Thurs 

Nov. 17 

Fri 

Nov. 18 

Sat 

Nov. 19 

Sun 

Nov. 20 

Mon 

Nov. 21 

10 am-noon 

and 

6- 8pm  

 9:30 – 
11:30am 

  

 6 – 8 pm 
  9:30 – 

11:30am 
  9:30 – 

11:30am 

  

  9 – 11 am 
    noon– 
   2 pm 

 10 am – 

noon 

O.C.C./Chick-fil-a Partnership Volunteer Opportunity  (Robinson Township Store) 

We will be passing out shoeboxes on Tuesday, November 1 from 11am – 2pm and 5pm – 7pm, and collecting filled 
boxes on Tuesday, November 8 (same times).  I need two volunteers for all shifts; please contact me if you are inter-
ested in helping.    

If you are interested in volunteering with any phase of this ministry, please contact Michelle Unruh 
(412-221-4143) for more information.   

Our Gospel Project curriculum is as exciting as ever! In October we read from Isaiah, 2 Kings, Hosea and Jonah. In November we 
will spend the majority of our time in my favorite Old                   Testament book, Jeremiah. Take a moment to ask your kids what 
they learn in Sunday school and children’s church.                                              A lot of our kids picked up the key message very well. 
Hebrews 1:1-2. Please look it up and practice                                                         memorizing it with them.   

 

Mark your calendar for the  following important dates:  Sunday School classes meet in Calvary on November 6 for Operation 
Christmas Child. Birthdays will be celebrated during the last 5 minutes in Sunday school on November 20 & December 4.    
No Sunday School or Children’s Church on December 25 & January 1. 

While we all really enjoy Sunday school and Children’s Church, we still need YOUR help! Our 5th-7th grade and 8th-12th grade 
classes need teachers! Our Children’s Church needs willing participants to volunteer just 1-2 times a year. We provide training and 
assist you with clearances. Send your questions and interest in volunteering to Karin Muñoz at Karin@mcdonaldpres.org. 
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Date Lay Leader Greeters Hospitality Acolytes 
Children’s 

Church 
Nursery 
Helper 

Young   

Disciples 

Nov 6 Peggy Samarin Janet Slack Jamie Slack 
Noelle Bair 

Megan Esposito 
Karin Muñoz 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Michelle   
Unruh 

Nov 13 Ed Nalesnick Shirl & Norm Krenn 
Veteran’s Day 

Dinner 
Dylan & Kaitlyn 

Eger 
Slack Family Kirsten Muñoz Patty Doane 

Nov 20 Tom Maxwell Kathy & Ray Morgan 
New Member 

Cake 
Cory & Emma 

Russi 
Peggy  

Samarin 
Sam Unruh 

Peggy       
Samarin 

Nov 27 Linda Matchett 
Lucy Hawk & 

Donna Bennett 
Linda Matchett 
& Sydney Bair 

To be           
announced 

Michelle   
Unruh 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Stump the 
Pastor 

 

Then Jesus told the disciples a parable to show them that they should always 
pray and not give up. Luke 18:1 (The parable of the persistent widow) 

Several years ago our carillon, which was purchased in the late sixties, 
and rang faithfully for all these many years, reached an age where it 
would no longer function.  After a while Peggy Hughey made re-
quests to several members of Session to look into this and see what 
could be done to remedy the situation.  The result was that the repair 
would be $6,000+.  Although this was not an expense the Session 
wanted to take on, Peggy persisted, as the widow in the parable did. (But in a very sweet way!)  She was determined to 
get either a fund set up to restore the carillon or find some other alternative, and so, she persisted in her requests. 

After some time had passed, it was found that there was a less costly alternative, and that was ecarillon, an online pro-
gram.  Under the direction of the Session, a new computer was purchased (the monitor for which was Sandi Albertini’s 
and generously donated to the church), a new, very powerful amp became available at a reduced cost and a program with 
chimes and hymns was purchased and downloaded to the computer.  We even repurposed the cabinet that housed the  
former Trinity sound system. So once again the bells rang! 

With a widow’s persistence and in God’s own good time, we have a carillon system that cost the church around $1,300, 
which was very affordable.  It is not the original, but it is an updated version and has brought joy to many people, as evi-
denced by the positive comments we have received. We must thank Tom Maxwell, Rev. Justin, Mike Jewell, Linda    
Matchett and David Cook for helping to make Peggy’s wish come true and especially, our Lord and Savior, who, not at 
our request, but in His time, led us in the right direction. 

With our world changing so rapidly, it is comforting to hear the chimes in our small town to remind us of His faithfulness. 

The Journey of the Carillon 
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Mrs. Sylvia Cimarrolli   Mr. Jack Penderville 

Ms. Kim Cook    Ms. Janet Slack 

Miss Julie Hanczar   Mr. Chuck Smith, Sr.  

Ms. Debby Penberthy   

 

Assisted Living /Rehabilitation 

Mrs. Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home, Health Care Unit, 1854 Norwood Boulevard, Zanesville, OH  43701 

Miss Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyterian Senior Care, Southmont, Rm 528, 880 S. Main St, Washington, PA 15301  

Mrs. Hilda Balog, Victoria Manor, 100 Rose Court, Oakdale, PA 15071 (724) 693-8325 

Mrs. Dorothy Roths, Golden Living Center of South Hills, 201 Village Dr., Rm 308, Canonsburg, PA 15317 (412) 
344-9860 

Mr. John Walker, Paulin Personal Care Home, 119 W. Lincoln Ave, McDonald, PA 15057   

Miss Rosemarie Rocher, Country Meadows of South Hills, #4, 3570 Washington Pike, Rm 473A, Bridgeville, PA 
15017  (412)206-7096 

Mr. Larry Doak, H John Heinz III Progressive Center, 1st Fl, South Hall, 1010 Delafield Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

Ms. Margaret Augustine, Humbert Lane Personal Care Home, 90 Humbert Lane, Washington, PA 15301 

CARE LIST 

 

 

   
 

NOVEMBER CELEBRATIONS 

Robert McDowell 11/1  Lois Meehan  11/11 
Carol Berthold  11/4  Brayden Jordan  11/12 
Diane Shepherd  11/4  Katie McDowell  11/14 
Joan Pryor  11/5  Alicia Slovick  11/14 
Randy Klimas  11/8  Karen Altman              11/15 
Janet Crawford  11/9  Dennis Cooper              11/19 
Tom Maxwell  11/9  Ray Smith              11/19 
Betty McWreath 11/9  Jennifer Guidice              11/20 
Ella Oliveria  11/9  Hannah Mohon              11/21 
Pat Powell  11/9  Lana Longstreth              11/29 
     Harry Masquelier           11/30

Dixie & Gary Haberland  11/9 

Joy & Rich Snatchko  11/22 



NOVEMBER 2016 

PAGE 7 MCPRESBY NEWS 

1 TUES 

Women’s Bible Study 9:30am 

Trustees Meeting 7:30pm 
Dartball 

2 WED 

Girl Scouts 
MYM 
Homework Workshop 

3 THURS 

OCC Setup-Calvary 
Choir 

4 FRI 

OCC Setup-Calvary 
AA Trinity Center 

5 SAT 

OCC Setup-Calvary 
MAG Meeting 

6 SUN 

OCC Packing Party 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Worship 10:45am 

7 MON 

Women’s Bible Study 
12pm 

8 TUES 

Women’s Bible Study 9:30am 
Calendar Planning Meeting 11:30am 
Boy Scouts 

10 THURS 

Choir 

11 FRI 

Bible Club 412 Packing Party 
AA Trinity Center 

12 SAT 

 

13 SUN 

Veteran’s Day Dinner 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Worship 10:45am 

26 SAT 

 

20 SUN 

Welcome New Members 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Worship 10:45am 

21 MON 

Christmas Decorating 
Session Meeting 6:30pm 
Deacons Meeting 7pm 

15 TUES 

Women’s Bible Study 9:30am 
Boy Scouts 

16 WED 

Office Staff Meeting 10am 
MYM 
Homework Workshop 

17 THURS 

Choir 
Lioness Meeting 7pm 
Crossroads Fundraiser for Julie Hanczar 

18 FRI 

AA Trinity Center 

19 SAT 

 

22 TUES 

Women’s Bible Study 9:30am 
Boy Scouts 
Dartball 

14 MON 

Newsletter Deadline 
(December/January edition) 
Women’s Bible Study 12pm 

29 TUES 

Women’s Bible Study 9:30am 

23 WED 

Girl Scouts 
MYM 
Homework Workshop 

24 THURS 

Thanksgiving  
Office Closed 

25 FRI 

Thanksgiving 
Office Closed 

30 WED 

MYM 
Homework Workshop 

Quote of the Month:   “They can take away candy, and they can take 
away toothpaste, but they can’t take away the Word of God once it’s 

etched on your heart.” 

(Michelle Unruh, Young Disciples’ Time) 

Scripture of the Month:  John 14:27 

9 WED 

Girl Scouts 
MYM 
Homework Workshop 

27 SUN 

1st Advent/Stewardship 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Worship 10:45am 

28 MON 

Women’s Bible  
Study 12pm 

14 MON through 21 MON 

Calvary Fellowship Hall reserved for OCC Packing 



SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

 THIS MONTH 

 November 6  OCC Packing Party & Dedication 

 November 13  Veteran’s Day Dinner 

 November 14-21 OCC Relay Center Days 

 November 20  Welcome New Members 

 November 24-25 Thanksgiving Holiday (Office Closed) 

 November 27  1st Sunday in Advent 
 

NEXT MONTH 

 December 4  Communion 

 December 11  Baptism Sunday & 
    Gift of Music (7pm) 

 December 18  All Church Christmas  
   Dinner 

 December 26 & 27 Christmas Holiday  
   (Office Closed) 
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McDonald, PA  15057 

Offices Located at: 
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McDonald, PA  15057 
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(724)926-8561 

 

R ETURN  SERVICE  
REQESTED  

Visit our Website:  www.mcdonaldpres.org 
 

www.facebook.com/McDonaldPres 
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NEWSLETTER 

Pastor 

Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 

724/699-0157 

Church Secretary 

Karen Richard 

karen@mcdonaldpres.org 

724/926-8561 

724/926-8602(fax) 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Accounts Payable 

Heather Weiler 

heather@mcdonaldpres.org 

Director of Children’s Ministries 

Karin Muñoz 

karin@mcdonaldpres.org 

Choir Director 

Syndria Lowe 

Organist 

Donna Klimas 

MYM Ministry Leader 

Jim McDowell 

Custodial Staff 

Pat Powell—Supervisor 

Paul Winters / Summer Steele 

Newsletter Editor 

Patty Doane 


